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For the 24th World Congress of Political  Science,  the Montreal based  Collectif  de recherche
interdisciplinaire sur la contestation (CRIC) proposes to hold panels on the theme of autonomous
practices  developed  by  -and  within-  social  movements  worldwide.  From  local  economic
initiatives such as systems of local exchanges and eco-villages, to experiences of transformative
justice,  social  housing,  food  sovereignty  or  environmental  and  climate  justice,  autonomous
practices can be understood as subversive alternatives to the state’s and market’s capacities to
address growing economic and social inequalities. Even if they generally develop in a zone of
informality,  these  initiatives  are  no  longer  marginal:  North  American  and  West  European
societies  have  witnessed  a  growth  of  autonomous  experiences  since  the  turn  of  the  new
millennium and Southern  societies  have  been  at  the  heart  of  renewed autonomous  activism,
notably through experiences such as the broad Via Campesina or Zapatistas networks.

A reflection on the practices of autonomy as undertaken today by social movements is therefore a
fertile  analytical  task.  Having  in  common  a  commitment  for  self-determination  and  self-
organization,  such  initiatives  move  away  from  a  claims-based  approach  to  politics,  rather
engaging with concrete experimentations of social change. They open spaces where a diversity of
social relations of power is questioned and where multiple institutional sources of domination are
confronted, fostering new identities and communities. For one thing, these initiatives question the
legitimacy of state intervention in a context of weak and weaker States -both in the North and the
South-  and,  more  generally,  the  relationship  of  social  actors  to  institutional  or  conventional
politics in different political systems. On another hand, these initiatives confront more routinized
modes of protest in the collective action repertoire, such as demonstrations or petitions. From
these various standpoints, they are good entry points to understand recent political  and social
transformations. 

What forms do autonomous practices  take and how are they embedded in local and national
contexts?  How do  they  develop  in  relation  to  existing  state  and  market  structures,  to  other
institutions,  such  as  political  parties,  family,  school  or  church?  Have  recent  events  such  as
economic crisis or the ecological impass impacted practices of autonomy by social movements?
Are  practices of autonomy as developed by women activists distinct from other experiences of
autonomy?  Three  panels  will  explore  the  dynamics  of  autonomous  practices  (emergence,
continuity  and  effects)  in  various  regions  of  the  world  and  at  different  scales  through  both
empirical and theoretical contributions.



Panel 1. Social Movements and Practices of Autonomy: Contemporary Challenges

Chair: Pascale Dufour (Université de Montréal, Canada)
Discussant: Pierre Monforte (University of Leicester, UK)

Panelists:

Direct Social Action: Coping with the Crisis and Pursuing Change in Times of Crisis in Southern
Europe, Dr. Lorenzo Zamponi

Les défis  de l’anticolonialisme canadien,  Benjamin Pillet  (Université  du Québec à  Montréal,
Canada)

The  Politics  of  Prefiguration:  Limitations  and  Potential  in  Contemporary  Greek  Social
Movements, Dr. Christos Iliopoulos, Dr. Nikolaos Souzas

There’s power in a union? Occupy Wall Street and its relationship to institutional/conventional
politics, Mr. Johannes Diesing

Designing Autonomy : Anti-authoritarian Interactions with Political Actors in Quebec, Rachel
Sarrasin (Cégep Gérald-Godin, Canada)

Panel 2. Social Movements and Practices of Autonomy: Relation to Spaces

Chair:  Carmen  Díaz Alba (Centro  de Investigaciones  y Estudios  Superiores  en Antropología
Social, México)
Discussant: Pascale Dufour (Université de Montréal, Canada)

Panelists:

Contesting the States: new kind of radical and ordinary critic in Middle East and France. Two
cases of autonomist and secessionist movements, Prof. Sylvaine Bulle 

From Protecting the Park to Saving the Forests: Continuation of Movement Solidarity in the
aftermath of the Gezi Protests, Dr. Baran Alp Uncu

Politics and Social Networks: Cyberactivism of Self-managed Cultural Centers in the City of
Buenos Aires, Dr. Karina Benito

Sub-national Governments in the Contentious Politics of Ukraine, 2013 - 2014: An Empirical
Analysis of  the Relationships  between Local Councils  and Local Maidan Protests,  Mrs. Olga
Zelinska

https://wc2016.ipsa.org/my-ipsa/events/istanbul2016/paper/politics-prefiguration-limitations-and-potential-contemporary-gree
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Panel 3. Social Movements and Practices of Autonomy : Women’s Contributions
Chair: Rachel Sarrasin (Cégep Gérald-Godin, Canada)
Discussant: Cristina Rojas, Political Science (Carleton University, Canada)

Panelists:

Food Sovereignty and the World March of Women: From Day-to- Day Autonomy to Political
Standpoints, Pascale Dufour (Université de Montréal, Canada)

Autonomous Communication Practices Among the World March of Women in Brazil, Carmen
Díaz Alba (Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social, México)

Gender, State and Resistance: The Kurdish Women’s Armed Struggle for Liberation, Ms. Elif
Genc

Street Movement versus NGOization: Contemporary Feminism in Romania and Belgium, Mrs.
Alexandra Ana

Visibility and Autonomy in Women’s Islamic Movements in Egypt and Turkey, Ms. Asli Karaca

Contribution of Women in Mobilization towards Gender Justice: A Survey of Local and National
Movements in India, Sheila Rai
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